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Single Homeless

Items in this issue include:

* More Housing Benefit
Reformse

e SHEN — Scottish Homelessness
and Employability Network

* High Voltage Training

New Rules on Discharge of Homelessness

Duty to the Private Rented Sector

Regulations have been laid in
the Scottish Parliament to
enable local authorities to
discharge their homelessness
duty in  Short Assured
Tenancies (SAT) under certain
conditions.  The regulations
are due to come into force on
25 February 2010.

Currently, discharge of the
homelessness duty is only
permitted in the private rented
sector to assured tenancies.
Following a major consul-
tation, the Scottish
Government has decided to
amend the regulations in
relation to Section 32A.

It will allow discharge of duty
to a SAT, but only if the
following conditions have been
met:

e The SAT is of a minimum
of 12 months and follows
on from not more than one
previous SAT of not more
than 12 months. (This
prevents a series of short
SATs being offered, and
gives some guarantee of a
reasonable length  of
tenancy).

e The tenant can afford the
accommodation (guidance
on this is to be
developed).

e A housing support
services assessment has
been carried out and
concluded that appropriate
support can be provided in
the accommodation, and
that the support to meet
the assessed needs is
available.

e The local authority has
advised the applicant of
tenants’ and landlords’
rights under the SAT,
offered independent
advice, and the applicant
agrees in writing to the
local authority using a
SAT to discharge its duty.

Detailed guidance will be
drawn up by a short-life
working group to assist local
authorities with their
interpretation of how to use
this regulation.

Whilst we still have concerns
about the ease with which a
SAT can be ended, how the
support can be guaranteed for

as long as it ;
iS needed,
and how the |
affordability
test will be
constructed,
the new |
regulations

will offer
some local
authorities

dealing with the pressures
from  homelessness  app-
licants. It will be important to
monitor how this is
implemented to ensure that it
does not lead to repeat
applications from those
housed in the private rented
sector.

assistance in

Robert Aldridge, Chief
Executive, SCSH

The Homeless Persons
(Provision of Non-permanent
Accommodation)  (Scotland)
Regulations 2010 SSI 2010/2
can be accessed via the
Scottish Parliament website.
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More Housing Benefit
Reforms?

The Department of Work and
Pensions has issued a
consultation paper on further
reforms to housing benefit.
Amongst the proposals in the
paper are the introduction of a
new Transition into Work
Payment. This would fix HB

payments for 3 months at the
level they were at immediately
before the claimant moved into
work.

A second proposal is for fixed
term ‘period awards’. This
would fix the award of benefit for
6 months, and would be aimed
at those who move in and out of
work regularly. The paper also
suggests changes in the way
Local Housing Allowance is
calculated. It suggests either
removing the most expensive
properties from the calculation of
the median rent in each area
(which would drive down the
LHA amount), or excluding the
most  expensive  properties
nationally (which would have
less of an effect).

The paper suggests potentially
having smaller Broad Rental
Market Areas so that rents are
more suited to the local area or
community, or to take different

factors into account when setting
BRMAs. A further proposal would
be to band LHA, so that it would
be the same in parts of the UK
with broadly similar rents.

Further  suggestions include
making direct payments to
landlords, linked to the property
meeting certain standards, and
raising the age at which young
people would be entitled to
separate bedrooms to 18.

The deadline for responses to the
consultation is 22 February — a
shorter period than
recommended. The consultation
paper, Supporting People into
Work: the Next Stage of Housing
Benefit Reform, can be accessed
on the Department of Work and
Pensions website.

Scottish Homelessness and Employability Network

The Scottish Government has
funded SHEN to produce a
national employability toolkit that
will break down the processes
and raise awareness of what is
working well in getting people
who are homeless, or at risk of
homelessness, into employment,
education and training, or indeed
getting them to think about
starting the journey to be part of
the working world.

If you or your organisation are
doing something in relation to
employability that other people in
the field would benefit from, let
us know and we can pass this
valuable information on.

SHEN’s role is:

e to promote employability as a

sustainable route out of
homelessness
e to reflect your issues,

concerns and solutions

e to share and influence
policy and practice.

We work in partnership with
the DWP, amongst a range of
agencies, to advocate for
clients and attend customer
representative groups, and are
part of the customer insight
group. If you have any
concerns or experience of
something that has worked
well, please let us know and
we'll pass it on. Within the
context of past and impending
welfare reform, it is vital that
we share good practice, and
create supportive and
productive networks.

SHEN hosts a range of free
regionally based focus events
and an annual National Forum
for members. If there are
topics or issues that you would

like to see addressed or
there is a need for an event
in your area, please let me
know.

We are currently in the
process of reviewing our
website and would welcome
suggestions as to how to
make it work better for you.
www.shen-scotland.org.

For further information
please contact
clare@scsh.org.uk
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http://www.shen-scotland.org/

Quarriers Condemned Campaign ‘

In June 2009, Quarriers launched
the Condemned Campaign which
aims to raise awareness of the
reality of life for young homeless
people in Scotland. The
campaign was developed by
many of the young people who
use Quarriers Youth Housing
Support  Services. Campaign
material includes a DVD
(available  for download at
www.youtube.com/quarrierscharity)
featuring young people telling
their own stories.

This Campaign reflects the
experience of a range of young
people from many different areas,
both rural and urban. The
common theme is that they are
young, they have experienced
homelessness and their
perception is that they are
powerless to affect change.

The Campaign focuses upon four
areas of concern:

1. The continuing use of
substandard housing for young
homeless people: we are
concerned that some young
people are offered housing in a
location where they do not feel
safe, and in a condition which
falls below generally acceptable
standards. Young people often
feel compelled to accept a
tenancy, for fear they will be
offered nothing else.

2. Complex benefits system: the
current benefits system is overly
complex and does not offer
adequate support for those young
people who can work. Most
young people in supported
accommodation do not earn
enough to pay their rent and
therefore have to remain
dependent on benefits which
lever in housing benefit and other
additional financial support.

3. Barriers to moving forward: a
significant number of young
people moving from supported
accommodation to individual
tenancies have no guaranteed
period of overlap of housing
benefit, which means they have
to accept and move into a
tenancy immediately, without
furniture, carpets or domestic
appliances.

4. Rural housing for young
people: young people in rural
areas face a substantial shortage
of affordable, social rented
housing. Many young people in
rural areas successfully
undertake and complete a

housing  support programme
which enables them to sustain
and maintain an independent
tenancy, only to be unable to
access a suitable house. They
then have to either remain in
supported housing long after it is
necessary or to re-enter the
homelessness system.

The campaign aims to raise
awareness of issues that are
important to young people
experiencing homelessness, and
further developments are planned
for 2010.

For further information contact
kate.sanford@quarriers.org.uk

Newsflash!
Scottish Youth
Housing Network
release training
dates for 2010.
For more details:
www.svhn.org.uk

Homeless People Can Vote Too! ‘

SCSH has joined with the Electoral Commission to encourage homeless people and those in
temporary accommodation to register to vote. This year will see a General Election, which
must take place before 3 June 2010.

People living in temporary accommodation are often not aware that they can exercise their
right to register and to vote. People with no fixed address can still register to vote using a
‘declaration of local connection’. For further details see www.aboutmyvote.co.uk

SCSH Chief Executive, Robert Aldridge, said: ‘The potential for major cuts in public spending

and reforms to the welfare benefits system are just two important reasons for homeless people to make their voice
heard in the election. More importantly, it is their right as citizens to be able to participate in all our democratic

processes.’
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Here are some dates for your diary

Back to the Future
22 and 23 February 2010

g“ﬂ-l\-l\-‘a‘ Cameron House Hotel
Loch Lomond

Scottish Federation of

Housing Associations WWWthaCO Uk

Shaping Up for the Future

g,r_u.A 26 to 28 February 2010
NN Barony Castle, Eddleston
Scottish Federation of Nr Peebles

Housing Associations

www.sfha.co.uk

Collaborative Working

i A One Day Workshop
Edinburgh

26 February 2010
www.ccpscotland.org.uk

housingsuppork

enabling unit

CIH Scotland Annual Conference
16 to 18 March 2010

SECC Glasgow
www.cihscotland.org

~E—
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Get Switched On!

There are currently 5.1 million households in fuel poverty in the UK. This
is set to rise, with our annual energy bills expected to be a whopping
£5000 per household by 2020. It is therefore crucial that we are all on
tariffs that are the cheapest for our usage and payment needs. However,
this is not the case. According to Ann Robinson, Director of Consumer
Policy at U-Switch ‘We have a competitive (energy) market, and yet less
than 5% of consumers are on the most competitive energy plans’.

Jules Oldham, SCSH, has looked into how we can work towards rectifying
this situation so that we can enable those moving into tenancies to have
the best tariff for their needs, with the potential added benefit of long-term
tenancy sustainment. Jules is currently providing training for workers to
increase their knowledge of the options available, and how to set up the
best tariff for tenants. The training course, High Voltage, also includes
practical advice such as understanding the information provided on
electricity bills, and how to read the various types of electricity meters.

High Voltage training is available in many locations across Scotland.
Have a look at our website for more details - places cost £30 (including
lunch) for a full session from 10am to 3.30pm. www.scsh.org.uk
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SCSH is the membership body for
organisations and individuals
working to tackle homelessness

in Scotland.

For full membership details phone
0131 226 4382 or visit
www.scsh.org.uk

Back Copies of

In House can be found
at www.scsh.org.uk
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