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What do you call a person who is afraid of Santa Claus? 

Claustrophobic! 
 

  

 

Here are some dates for your new diaries 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Care, Health and Housing – 
Making the Connection 
Wednesday 9th December 2009 
Stirling Management Centre, Stirling 
University 
www.cihscotland.org 
www.sfha.co.uk 
 
 

Shared Solutions Workshop 
Thursday 10th December 2009 
Aberdeen Citadel 
www.scottishsocialnetworks.org 
 
A Housing Concordat: A new age 
of housing in Scotland 
Monday 14th December 2009 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Glasgow 
www.sfha.co.uk 
 
 
Preventing Homelessness:  
Thinking outside the box 
Wednesday 19th January 2010 
Glasgow 
www.cihscotland.org.uk 
 
 
 
Looking Back, Moving Forward 
Wednesday 3rd February 2010 
Holiday Inn, Glasgow Airport 
www.sircc.org.uk 
 

Back Copies of  
In House can be 

found at 

www.scsh.org.uk 
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SCSH is the membership body for 
organisations and individuals working to 
tackle homelessness in Scotland. 
For full membership details phone  
0131 226 4382 or visit www.scsh.org.uk 
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Inquiry into Local Housing Allowance 

In house 
Scottish Council for Single Homeless   
 

Other items in this issue 

include:                 

 
• The Rock Trust Ethical Christmas 

Gift Campaign 

 

• Making Sense of Social 

Enterprise 

 

• Christmas Festivities at Bethany 

Christian Trust 

 

 

. 

  

 

The Work and Pensions Select 
Committee at Westminster is 
conducting an inquiry into Local 
Housing Allowance.   In its 
response to the Committee, SCSH 
raised a number of concerns 
around the operation of LHA: 
 

 LHA is normally paid direct to 
the claimant, rather than to the 
landlord, unless the claimant is 
„vulnerable‟.  SCSH drew 
attention to the fact that there 
are many different 
interpretations of vulnerable,  
leading to a “postcode lottery” 
on whether payments are 
made direct to landlords.   

 SCSH drew particular attention 
to people with debt problems 
who may be put at increased 
risk of homelessness if they 
receive LHA payments directly 
into a bank account, as there 
are cases where creditors will 
access the money before it can 
be used to pay rent.   

 SCSH renewed its call for 
continuing review of Broad 
Rental Market Areas (BRMAs) 
to ensure they are small  

enough to allow people who 
are reliant on benefit to 
remain in the general 
community where they have 
social networks. 

 SCSH found that the new 
BRMA boundaries are far 
larger areas than those 
previously used to calculate 
local reference rents.  As a 
result, some anomalies have 
been created.  There are 
areas where the LHA rate is 
set at a level which virtually 
excludes people reliant on 
LHA from significant 
geographical areas.  Initial 
findings were that some rent 
levels were largely too high 
for those reliant on LHA, 
whilst those in some of the 
less affluent areas found it 
easy to find a rent below the 
threshold and could benefit 
from the surplus money they 
received.   

 SCSH expressed concern at 
the apparent trend for 
landlords to increase rents 
towards the LHA threshold 
level.  SCSH claimed that  

it was illogical for the 
Government to propose 
removing the ability of 
tenants to retain any 
excess LHA up to a 
maximum of £15 if they 
found cheaper accom-
modation elsewhere.  Not 
only will tenants on low 
incomes already have 
made use of the money, 
but the removal of the 
excess would remove any 
„shopping incentive‟ 
towards cheaper property, 
which is one of the main 
elements of LHA. 

 SCSH renewed its call for 
the abolition of the Single 
Room Rent, which makes 
access to the private 
rented sector very difficult 
for those aged under 26. 

 
 
 
Copies of SCSHôs submission 
are available on our website 
www.scsh.org.uk 
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 Finding Funding Fun?! 

 

 

At our National Homelessness 
Conference Dharmendra 
Kanani, Big Lottery Fund 
Scotland Director, shared his 
views on the changing 
approaches and priorities in 
charitable funding.  
 

Here are the key points from 
BIG’s perspective 
 

BIG has experience of investing both in 

projects that specifically target 

homelessness, and in those that are  

 

working from an employability, mental 

health, or reducing re-offending 

standpoint – all of which are helping 

people to make the transition towards 

getting out of homelessness.  In the 

current recession, the public is facing 

its toughest budgetary situation since 

the mid to late 1990s. With less 

money available, councils and 

health boards have to make some 

difficult decisions on prioritising 

services and support. This means 

that the voluntary sector must 

react to meet the needs of 

individuals in a way that makes 

real changes and delivers a social 

benefit, or indeed a social return.  

BIG itself has moved from short-

term funding programmes to a six 

year planning phase so that it 

knows what funding it has over a 

longer timescale. Its recent 

consultation on its future funding 

programme also endorsed two key 

themes: „transitions‟ and „isolation‟  

 

which chime well with much of what 

BIG has already been funding 

through the approach they want to 

take – and intervening, its Investing 

in Communities portfolio. Going 

forward it will continue to work in 

two ways – both responding to 

demand where projects describe 

their needs and where BIG itself 

can say more clearly what it think 

needs to be done. 

The intention is to reopen to 

applications by the end of the first 

half of 2010.  

With this in mind, Dharmendra left 
the audience with a question to 
consider. If BIG had the opportunity 
to make a significant investment in 
your sector, what should that one 
thing be about, given what we now 
know, what we have learned so far 
and what the future holds, as far as 
you can tell?”  
 
To share your views email 
alastair.jackson@biglotteryfund.org.uk 

 

    

   

 
Housing Benefit 

Changes for Temporary 

Accommodation 
 
From 1st April 2010 new rules 
concerning Housing Benefit for 
temporary accommodation will 
come into force.   The changes will 
apply to private sector leasing and 
bed and breakfast accommodation 
used by local authorities as 
temporary accommodation.   The 
rules will relate specifically to 
properties held outside a local 
authority‟s Housing Revenue 
Account. 
 
These rules will replace the 
previous system of thresholds and 
caps on the amount of Housing 
Benefit provided which was 
subsidised by central government.  
The maximum rate of Housing 
Benefit subsidy in these types of 
properties will be 90% of the Local  
Housing Allowance rate for the 

size of property, plus £60 to 
cover management costs. 
 
The Department of Work and 
Pensions will seek to align 
accommodation held within the 
Housing Revenue Account with 
these new arrangements at a 
later date. 
 
Research conducted by DWP 
shows that many non-London 
authorities run Private Sector 
Leasing schemes  on very tight 
margins under the current 
system, (or even at a loss) and 
they believe that the new  
system will address this issue. 
 
The changes will clearly have an 
effect on Private Sector Leasing 
schemes.  SCSH has had a 
number of enquiries from local 
authorities who run or are 
thinking of running PSL 
schemes and we would be 
interested in hearing any 
concerns. 
 

 

 

 
 
These proposals have been the 
subject of consultation and were 
developed with the help of 
COSLA. There will be no further 
consultation. 

 
Full information is contained in 
a Housing Benefit Subsidy 
circular published in November 
2007, ref HB/CTB Subsidy 
Circular S5/2007. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

    Rock-trusting Around  

the Christmas Tree!  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many organisations are looking for new ways to fund charitable aims 
and projects. Social Enterprise can be an excellent way to support a 
social mission through an organisation generating its own funding, 
allowing the organisation to pursue its vision unhindered by funders' 
constraints.   
 

Social Enterprises are businesses with a social mission - that is an 
organisation generating more than 50% of its income through trade, 
whilst fulfilling a social mission. When the Enterprise's social mission 
is to have at least 25% of its employees as people with a severe 
disadvantage in the workplace, then the organisation is called a 
Social Firm.  
 

Social Firms are a market-driven business, which allows them to 
generate income and be sustainable. Through their employment 
policies they offer individuals who would be unlikely to find work, the 
opportunity to own their own futures through earning a living. 
The difficulty with Social Enterprises is their dual nature - balancing 
the challenge of running a business as a commercial venture, whilst 
delivering social impact. 
 

The Social Enterprise Awards celebrate organisations that are 
successful in this balance and you can read more at 
www.socialenterpriseawards.org.uk/pages/socialenterpriseawards   
 

Karen Anderson is Programme Coordinator of Social Firms Scotland.  
If you are interested in generating employment and income through 
enterprise please email karen.anderson@socialfirms.org.uk 
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Oh Christmas Tree, Oh Christmas Tree 
 

 
 

The operation in action! 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Yes, it’s that time again! 
 
Bethany Christian Trust manages a 
franchised, web-based Christmas tree 
retail operation: 
www.caringchristmastrees.com  
 

Real Christmas trees can be ordered 
and collected in various Scottish cities 
and ALL profits go towards supporting 
the work of the local, franchised partner.  
In Edinburgh, profits help finance 
Bethany‟s Winter Care Shelter for the 
homeless.  
 

For further information please phone   
Emma Galloway on 0131 625 5325  
Or email 
emmagalloway@bethanychristiantrust.com                    
 

 

ñIt is an issue of debate whether a support service for 
homeless people should centre around a home or a job 
first; whether employment is considered a primary or 
secondary priority, Social Firms offer both the service 
organisation and the individual a chance for 
independence." 
  

 

 

 
An Ethical Christmas Gift  
 
The Rock Trust is inviting the public to 
support young homeless people through 
its annual Ethical Christmas Campaign.  
Supporters are asked to buy a gift on 
behalf of a friend or loved one, which in 
turn will be donated to someone in need 
who the Trust is currently working  with.  
The Trust will then send a card, which 
the purchaser can personalise, and 
pass on the gift.  Each card will carry a 
message from the Trust telling them 
about the gift that will be donated to the 
young person. 
 
The Rock Trust is the leading 
homelessness charity working with 
young people across the Lothians.  
Established in 1991, it provides a range 
of wrap-around support services which 
seek to provide opportunities for young 
people to develop the personal, social 
and practical skills, as well as the sense 
of self worth necessary for independent 
adult life. 
 
There is a range of affordable gifts that 
people can choose from, all of which 
provide practical support at a time when 
it is often most needed (and 
appreciated).  Speaking about the 
campaign, Tom Byrom from the Trust 
said “This is the fourth year that we 
have run this programme and it has 
grown in popularity each year.  It offers 
a really effective and direct opportunity 
for supporters to assist disadvantaged 
young people, whilst marking Christmas 
with a gift to their friends and loved 
ones”. 
 
The gifts can be purchased up until 
Monday 21

st
 December and a full list 

can be obtained by visiting the 
organisation‟s website at 
www.rocktrust.org or by contacting the 
administration team on 0131 557 4059.   

 

 

 

 

Making Sense of Social Enterprise 

http://www.socialenterpriseawards.org.uk/pages/socialenterpriseawards
http://www.caringchristmastrees.com/
mailto:emmagalloway@bethanychristiantrust.com
http://www.rocktrust.org/

